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• I miss you this morning, just as I have missed you every day 
for the last nine years. I’m tired of being alone. I’m tired of 
living without the sound of your laughter, and I despair at the 
thought that I can never hold you again. And yet it would 
please you to know that when these dark thoughts 
threaten to overtake me, I can hear your voice chiding me: 
“Do not be so gloomy, Ira. I did not marry a gloomy man.”
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• When I think back, there is so much to remember. We had 
adventures, yes? These are your words, not mine, for this is 
how you always described our lives together. You said this to 
me while lying beside me in bed, you said this to me on 
Rosh Hashanah, every single year.
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• I always detected a satisfied gleam in your eye whenever 
you said this, and in those moments, it was your expression, 
more than your words, that always filled my heart with joy. 
With you, my life felt indeed like a fantastic adventure—
despite our ordinary circumstances, your love imbued 
everything we did with secret riches. How I was lucky 
enough to share a life with you, I still cannot understand.
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• I love you now, just as I have always loved you, and I’m sorry 
that I’m not able to tell you. And though I write this letter in 
the hope that you’ll somehow be able to read it, I also know 
that the end of an era approaches. This, my darling, is the 
last letter I will write you. You know what the doctors have 
told me, you know that I’m dying, and that I will not visit Black 
Mountain in August. 
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• And yet, I want you to know that I’m not afraid. My time on 
earth is ending and I’m at peace with whatever comes. I’m 
not saddened by this. If anything, it fills me with peace, and 
I count the days with a sense of relief and gratitude. For 
every day that passes is one day closer to the moment I will 
see you again.
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• You are my wife, but more than that, you have always been 
my one true love. For nearly three-quarters of a century, you 
have given my existence meaning. It is time now to say 
good-bye, and on the cusp of this transition I think I 
understand why you were taken away. It was to show me 
how special you were and through this long process of 
grieving, to teach me again the meaning of love. 
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• Our separation, I now understand, has only been temporary. 
When I gaze into the depths of the universe, I know the time 
is coming when I will hold you in my arms once more. After 
all, if there is a heaven, we will find each other again, for 
there is no heaven without you. 

• I love you, 
• Ira
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• Through a blur of tears, Sophia watched Ira’s face assume 
an expression of indescribable peace. Carefully, she 
reinserted the letter into the envelope. She slid it into his 
hand and felt him take it back. By then, the doctor was 
standing at the door and Sophia knew it was time to go. 
She rose from the chair and Luke returned it to its place 
against the wall, then slipped his hand into hers. 
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• As he turned his head on the pillow, Ira’s mouth fell open, 
and his breathing became labored. Sophia turned to the 
doctor, who was already on his way to Ira’s side. With one last 
glance back at Ira’s frail figure, Sophia and Luke started 
down the corridor, on their way home at last.
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• As February passed and gradually wound down, Sophia 
edged toward graduation, while the ranch inched toward 
its inevitable foreclosure. Luke’s winnings in the first three 
events had bought his mother and him another month or 
two before they defaulted, but at the end of the month his 
mother quietly began to approach their neighbors, 
exploring their interest in buying her out.
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• Sophia was beginning to worry concretely about her future. 
She hadn’t heard from either the Denver Art Museum or 
MoMA yet, and she wondered whether she’d find herself 
working for her parents and living in her old bedroom. 
Similarly, Luke was having a hard time sleeping.
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• He worried about his mother’s options in the area and 
wondered how he could help support her until she landed 
something viable. For the most part, however, neither of 
them wanted to talk about the future. Instead, they tried to 
focus on the present, seeking comfort in each other’s 
company and the certainty of the way they felt about each 
other. 
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• By March, Sophia was showing up at the ranch on Friday 
afternoons and staying until Sunday. Often she spent 
Wednesday nights there as well. Unless it was raining, they 
spent most of their time on horseback. Sophia usually 
assisted Luke with his farm duties, but occasionally she’d 
keep his mother company instead.
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• It was the kind of life he’d always envisioned for himself… 
and then he’d remember that it was coming to an end and 
there was nothing he could do to stop it.
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• One evening in mid-March, when the first hint of spring was 
noticeable in the air, Luke took Sophia to a club featuring a 
popular country-western band. Across the scuffed wooden 
table, he watched her grip her beer, her foot tapping along 
with the music. 

• “You keep that up,” he said, nodding toward her foot, “and 
I’ll think you like this music.”
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• “I do like this music.” 
• He smiled. “You’ve heard that joke, right? About what you 

get when you play country music backwards?” 
• She took a swallow of her beer. “I don’t think so.” 
• “You get your wife back, you get your dog back, you get your 

truck back…” 
• She smirked. “That’s funny.”
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• “You didn’t laugh.” 
• “It wasn’t that funny.” 
• That made him laugh. “You and Marcia still getting along?” 
• Sophia tucked a loose strand of hair behind her ear. “It was 

kind of awkward at first, but it’s almost back to normal.” 
• “Is she still dating Brian?”
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• She snorted. “No, that ended when she found out he was 
cheating on her.” 

• “When did this happen?” 
• “A couple of weeks ago? Maybe a little more?” 
• “Was she upset?” 
• “Not really. By then, she was already seeing another guy, too. 

He’s only a junior, so I’m not thinking it’s going to last.”
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• Luke picked absently at the label on his bottle of beer. 
“She’s an interesting girl.” 

• “She’s got a good heart,” Sophia insisted. 
• “And you’re not mad about what she did?” 
• “I was. But I’m over it.”
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• “Just like that?”  
• “She made a mistake. She didn’t mean to hurt me. She’s 

apologized a million times. And she came through when I 
needed her. So yes, just like that. I’m over it.” 

• “Do you think you’ll keep in contact with her? After you 
graduate?”
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• “Of course. She’s still my best friend. And you should like 
her, too.” 

• “Why’s that?” He cocked an eyebrow. 
• “Because without her,” she said, “I never would have met 

you.”
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• A few days later, Luke accompanied his mom to the bank to 
propose a renegotiated payment plan that would allow 
them to keep the ranch. His mom presented a business plan 
that included selling nearly half the ranch, including the 
Christmas tree grove, the pumpkin patch, and one of the 
pastures, assuming a buyer could be found. 
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• They’d decrease the herd by a third, but according to her 
calculations, they’d be able to meet the reduced payments 
on the loan. 

• Three days later, the bank formally rejected the offer.
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• One Friday night at the end of the month, Sophia showed up 
at the ranch, visibly upset. Her eyes were red and swollen 
and her shoulders slumped in despair. Luke put his arms 
around her as soon as she reached the porch. 

• “What’s wrong?”
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• He heard her sniff, and when she spoke, her voice shook. “I 
couldn’t wait any longer,” she said. “So I called the Denver 
Art Museum and I asked if they’d had a chance to review my 
application. They said that they had and that the internship 
had already been filled. And the exact same thing 
happened when I called MoMA.”
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• “I’m sorry,” he said, rocking her in his arms. “I know how 
much you were hoping for one of them.” 

• Finally, she pulled back, anxiety etched on her face. “What 
am I going to do? I don’t want to go back to my parents. I 
don’t want to work at the deli again.”
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• He was about to tell her that she could stay here with him 
for as long as she wanted, when he suddenly remembered 
that wasn’t going to be possible, either.
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• In early April, Luke watched his mom give a tour of the 
property to three men. He recognized one of them as a 
rancher near Durham. They’d talked once or twice at cattle 
auctions and Luke didn’t have any sense of the man, though 
it was obvious even from a distance that his mom didn’t 
much care for him. 
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• Whether it was a personal dislike or the fact that the loss of 
the ranch was getting closer to reality, Luke couldn’t tell. The 
other two, he suspected, were either relatives or business 
partners. 

• That night over dinner, his mom said nothing about it. And 
he didn’t ask.
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• Although Luke had ridden in only three of the first seven 
events of the year, he’d earned enough points to find 
himself in fifth place by the cutoff date—enough to qualify 
him for the major league tour. The following weekend, in 
Chicago, there was an event with enough prize money at 
stake to keep the ranch afloat until the end of the year, 
assuming he rode as well as he had at the start of the season.
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• Instead, he kept his word to both Sophia and his mom. The 
mechanical bull in the barn stayed covered, and another 
rider went on to the big tour in his place, no doubt 
dreaming of winning it all.

www.EngExpert . ru
© Эффективный английский с экспертом

3 5

The Longest Ride 
Chapter 31 – Luke – Part 1

http://www.EngExpert.ru


• “Any regrets?” Sophia asked him. “About not riding this 
weekend?” 

• On a whim, they’d driven to Atlantic Beach beneath a blue 
and cloudless sky. At the shore, the breeze was cool but not 
biting, and the beach was peppered with people walking 
or flying kites; a few intrepid surfers were riding the long, 
rolling waves to shore.
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• “None,” he said without hesitation. 
• They walked a few steps, Luke’s feet slipping in the sand. 
• “I’ll bet you would have done okay.” 
• “Probably.” 
• “Do you think you could have won?”
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• Luke thought for a moment before answering, his eyes fixed 
on a pair of porpoises gliding through the water. 

• “Maybe,” he said. “But probably not. There are some pretty 
talented riders on the circuit.” 

• Sophia came to a stop and looked up at Luke. “I just realized 
something.”
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• “What’s that?” 
• “When you were riding in South Carolina? You said you’d 

drawn Big Ugly Critter in the finals.” He nodded. 
• “You never told me what happened.” 
• “No,” he said, still watching the porpoises. “I guess I didn’t, 

did I?”
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• A week later, the three men who’d toured the ranch returned, 
then spent half an hour in his mom’s kitchen. Luke suspected 
they were presenting an offer of some sort, but he didn’t 
have the heart to go over and find out. Instead, he waited 
until they were gone. He found his mom still sitting at the 
kitchen table when he entered.
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• She looked up at him without saying anything.  
• Then she simply shook her head.
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• “What are you doing next Friday?” Sophia asked. “Not 
tomorrow, but the one after that?” It was a Thursday night, 
just a month shy of graduation, the first—and probably last
—time Luke would find himself at a club surrounded by a 
gaggle of sorority girls.
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• Marcia was there, too, and though she’d greeted Luke, she 
was far more interested in the dark-haired boy who’d met 
them there. He and Sophia practically had to shout to be 
heard over the relentless bass of the music. 

• “I don’t know. Working, I guess,” he said. “Why?”
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• “Because the department chair, who also happens to be 
my adviser, snagged me invitations to an art auction and I 
want you to come.” 

• He leaned over the table. “Did you say art auction?” 
• “It’s supposed to be incredible, a once-in-a-lifetime 

thing. It’ll be held at the Greensboro Convention Center 
and it’s being run by one of the big auction houses from 
New York. 
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• Supposedly, some obscure guy from North Carolina 
accumulated a world-class collection of modern art. People 
are flying in from all over the world to bid. Some of the 
artwork is supposed to be worth a fortune.” 

• “And you want to go?” 
• “Hello? It’s art? Do you know the last time an auction of this 

caliber occurred around here? Never.”
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• “How long’s it going to last?” 
• “I have no idea. I’ve never been to an auction before, but 

just so you know, I’m going. And it would be nice if you came 
along. Otherwise, I’m going to have to sit with my adviser, 
and I know for a fact that he’s bringing along another 
professor from the department, which means they’ll spend 
the whole time talking to each other. 
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• And let’s just say if that happens, I’ll probably be in a bad 
mood and might have to stay at the sorority house all 
weekend just to recover.” 

• “If I didn’t know you better, I’d say you were threatening me.” 
• “It’s not a threat. It’s just… something to keep in mind.”
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• “And if I keep it in mind and still say no?”  
• “Then you’re going to be in trouble, too.” 
• He smiled. “If it’s important to you, I wouldn’t miss it for the 

world.”
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• Luke wasn’t sure why he hadn’t noticed before, but it struck 
him at some point that getting started on the day’s work 
had become more and more difficult as time passed. The 
maintenance work on the ranch had begun to suffer, not 
because it wasn’t important, he realized, but because he had 
little motivation. 
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• Why replace the sagging porch railings at his mom’s place? 
Why fill in the sinkhole that had formed near the irrigation 
pump? Why fill in the potholes in the long gravel drive that 
had grown deeper over the winter? Why do anything when 
they weren’t going to be living here much longer?
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• He’d supposed that his mom had been immune to those 
sorts of feelings, that she had a strength he hadn’t inherited, 
but as he’d ridden out to check the cattle that morning, 
something about his mom’s property had caught his 
attention, and he had pulled Horse to a stop.
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• His mother’s garden had always been a source of pride to 
her. Even as a toddler, he could remember watching as she 
readied it for the spring planting or weeded it with 
painstaking care during the summer, harvesting the 
vegetables at the end of a long day. But now, as he looked 
out at what should have been straight, neat rows, he 
realized that the plot was overrun by weeds.

www.EngExpert . ru
© Эффективный английский с экспертом

5 2

The Longest Ride 
Chapter 31 – Luke – Part 1

http://www.EngExpert.ru


‘The Longest Ride’ by Nickolas Sparks

З а к ры т ы й  к л у б

© Эффективный английский с экспертом

www.EngExpert.ru

Читаем вместе по-английски

Ав т ор  —  Ди а н а  Семё ны ч е в а

5 3


